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					Florida TaxWatch Budget Turkey Report

			More sunshine, fewer budget turkeys as lawmakers spend billions of taxpayers' dollars

					
					 | 3/18/2016

		
		

		


	
	
	



			
		
			Florida’s elected lawmakers put fewer secret spending projects into the budget in the waning days of this Legislative session, but improvements are still needed to guarantee taxpayers have full openness, transparency and accountability when lawmakers spend their money.

In the $82.3 billion budget approved by lawmakers earlier this month for the FY 2016-17 state budget, 143 projects worth $104.9 million were inserted into the budget without proper public review and were identified as “budget turkeys”, according to the Florida TaxWatch 2016 Budget Turkey Watch Report. 

The number of “turkeys” identified in the budget this year is almost 25 percent less than last year and more than a third less in dollar value. The amount of turkeys in this year's budget was the lowest total since 2010. Still, that $104.9 million could have been invested in areas that benefit all Floridians like teacher pay raises, early childhood development, economic incentives or broad tax cuts.

[image: ]

"Lawmakers have clearly heard the call from Florida TaxWatch and their constituents for a transparent and open process that provides the opportunity for taxpayers to know how their hard-earned dollars are being spent,” said Dominic M. Calabro, president and CEO of Florida TaxWatch. “But we cannot have government in the sunshine if the taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars are appropriated in the dark.”

The “Budget Turkey” label focuses only on the budgeting process and is not about recommending vetoes or singling out specific public officials, nor does it judge a project's worthiness or value. The label is given to projects that did not receive proper public deliberation or did not follow the lawfully established budget processes.

During the 2016 Legislative Session, lawmakers made substantial improvements to increase transparency. Many member projects were inserted during the committee process, where they have a chance to be deliberated and properly vetted. We particularly commend the budget chairs – Senator Tom Lee and Representative Richard Corcoran - for their work on the budget and to all lawmakers for ensuring that their priorities were more often funneled through the proper channels. But this does not mean that there are not a significant number of member projects in the budget. Many of those may not be core functions and responsibilities of the state and may not belong in the state budget. But because they enter the process earlier and receive public vetting, they do not qualify for the Budget Turkey label.

Florida TaxWatch urges the Legislature to build on this momentum and increase the scrutiny for all projects by recommending that new statutory competitive selection processes be established for a number of budget areas, including water projects, economic development projects and school and instructional enhancements. Florida TaxWatch also recommends that the Legislature further restrict the use of supplemental lists at the end of conference, avoid adding new projects on these lists and uphold the integrity of the Economic Development Transportation Projects process.

"Florida TaxWatch commends the Legislature for drafting a balanced budget that meets the needs of many of our most vulnerable citizens, makes critical investments in our children’s future and returns money to Florida's hardworking taxpayers through tax cuts.” said Calabro. "As the taxpayers' trusted watchdog, it is an important responsibility to highlight each of the projects that are not properly vetted and deliberated. The Florida TaxWatch report allows taxpayers to hold their elected officials accountable for budgeting decisions."

Each year, Florida TaxWatch produces the Budget Turkey Watch Report, based on the principle that money appropriated by the Legislature belongs to the hard-working taxpayers of Florida and should be appropriated through the established, accountable and transparent budgeting process. The annual independent budget review sheds a light on appropriations that did not go through public deliberation or circumvented the process, and continues to advance budget transparency, fiscal integrity and taxpayer accountability.

For the full report, click here.



About Florida TaxWatch 

As an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit taxpayer research institute & government watchdog for more than one third of a century, Florida TaxWatch works to improve the productivity and accountability of Florida government. Its research recommends productivity enhancements and explains the statewide impact of fiscal and economic policies and practices on citizens and businesses. 

Florida TaxWatch is supported by voluntary, tax-deductible donations and private grants, and does not accept government funding. Donations provide a solid, lasting foundation that has enabled Florida TaxWatch to bring about a more effective, responsive government that is more accountable to, and productive for, the citizens it serves since 1979. For more information, please visit http://www.floridataxwatch.org.

			
			
						Tags:
				Government/Politics & Law, Florida TaxWatch			

					

			
			
			
			
			
			
					

	




		



[image: More leprosy cases are popping up in Florida. Why an ancient disease might be endemic]
More leprosy cases are popping up in Florida. Why an ancient disease might be endemic




[image: Florida schools have a teacher shortage. Why are they cutting jobs?]
Florida schools have a teacher shortage. Why are they cutting jobs?







[image: Real estate pros say Florida's future looks bright]
Real estate pros say Florida's future looks bright




[image: Hot-button amendments among six on the November ballot]
Hot-button amendments among six on the November ballot












    



 
    

	

	
		
	
	

	

		

For SUBSCRIBERS


READ THE April Issue »
Access An Issue 


 

	
 
[image: ]
FLORIDA TREND MAGAZINE

· LAST MONTH'S ISSUE
· SUBSCRIBE NOW!
· BUY A SINGLE ISSUE
· GET DIGITAL ACCESS




	
	
	
	
	


	


	

    		Florida Business News

		
			5 things to know about Monday’s solar eclipse 
            Even though Florida isn’t in the sweet spot of totality that will start in Mexico and cross 15 states in the Midwest and Northeast, the state will get a partial solar eclipse, with the moon appearing to take a bite out of the sun.

	With settlement done, will Disney restart political donations? 
            At the height of Disney’s feud with Gov. Ron DeSantis, the entertainment conglomerate stopped making political donations in Florida.

	Florida to be in the path of totality for these three future total solar eclipses 
            Totality will not be visible in any part of Florida this year. However, the Sunshine State will see totality multiple times this century.

	 Florida tops list of best states to retire in 2024. Here's why 
            Out of all 50 states, the Sunshine State topped WalletHub's list of best states to retire, but with Florida's considerably high cost of living -- some might wonder why it's still the favorite among retirees. 

	Could online gambling provide millions to fight sea-level rise in Florida? 
            Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a new law that could pump hundreds of millions of dollars into Florida’s struggling environment from an unlikely source: online gambling. There’s just one catch.
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Florida a national leader in app-based workers; Consumer sentiment update; Florida boasts fast growing metros; General-revenue exceeds expectations; Six proposed amendments incoming
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        Ballot Box

                    

    

    Do you think recreational marijuana should be legal in Florida?


    
      
        
        
        	 Yes, I'm in favor of legalizing marijuana 
	 Absolutely not
	 I'm on the fence
	 Other (share thoughts in the comment section below)



        

        
        Vote

        

        
      

    


    

        
    
      
    


        
      See Results
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	FREE News Alerts
Stay on top of Florida business by signing up for any of our free eNewsletters. They are easy to read on any device, and always filled with timely news, insights and analysis.
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	SUBSCRIBE and get a FREE GIFT!
Now you can read Florida Trend anytime and anywhere.  Subscribe today for the format that suits your lifestyle best: Print, Digital or All Access!
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